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Save the heritage that remains of New Orleans

By Katharine S. Robinson, Executive Director,
Historic Charleston Foundation. Condensed from an

editorial that ran in the Atlanta Journal Constitution, Sept. 23.

There has been
so much loss.

We continue to reel from
the shocking aftermath of the
most devastating natural di-
saster to strike this great nation
in our lifetime. Accordingly
our rst response has been to
minimize loss of life and to
re-establish decent living
conditions for those whose
homes and lives have been devastated by hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. Now our nations other heart-breaking
priority  recovering the dead has drawn to a close.
The loss of human life and the loss of those things that
made up the lives of nearly a million people homes,
jobs, schools, churches, neighborhoods, entire com-
munities have been staggering.

Now, another kind of loss from the hurricanes
looms. Only this loss is still preventable if we stand  rm
and demand the highest standards of our leaders and
ourselves: that is the loss of the unique cultural, his-
torical and architectural heritage of New Orleans.

New Orleans bred a unique culture unparalleled
anywhere else in the world. Its language, its cuisine, its
architecture, ironwork and music, were distinctly its
own. As New Orleans begins to rise from this devasta-
tion, we cannot exacerbate the already staggering losses
caused by these storms by allowing further demolition
of what remains of the citys culture and history. What
is left of New Orleans architectural heritage must be
preserved.

The threat is already apparent. As Patty Gay, ex-
ecutive director of the Preservation Resource Center in
New Orleans, tells us, there are rumors about arbitrary,
wholesale demolitions being discussed at state and
federal levels. Inastory aired Sept. 14 by National Public
Radio, sociology professor George Woodell of the

University of Louisiana expressed his fears that conglom-
erate real estate brokers will quickly buy out small prop-
erty owners for pennies on the dollar, consolidating much
of the citys landscape into the hands of a few corporate
interests. Fred Starr, who was in the nal stages of a 16-
year restoration of Lombard Plantation in the city s Ninth
Ward, notes that the real preservation dangers lie in
neighborhoods like Trem@ and Mid-City, both rich in
18th and 19th century homes, shops, churches and social
halls, the rural outlying areas and the freedmens cottages
and grand mansions along Bayou Lafourche.

But Patty brings us good news as well: most of the
citys National Register historic districts still stand. Though
damaged, much of the historic fabric of these centuries-old
buildings survives and is salvageable. Salvageable, that is,
at least from the storm. Now the even greater threat is:
can it be saved from redevelopers and clean-up crews
bulldozers?

It wont be easy, as those of us in Charleston can attest.
Nor will it be quick or nancially painless in the short-
term.

In 1989, as the eye of Hurricane Hugo passed over
Charlestons beautiful, historic peninsular city, thousands
of our treasured colonial and antebellum buildings were
thrashed by the worst storm most of us had experienced
in our lifetimes. Finally, that nights fury gave way to a
classically beautiful September morning, and we cau-
tiously ventured out to face the shock of tumbled down
porticos and roofs that now lay uselessly strewn about the
streets. Giant, centuries-old live oaks were uprooted
throughout the city and with them our streets, sidewalks,
waterworks, communications and electrical infrastructure.
Pilasters, piazza columns, and all types of historic archi-
tectural elements were carelessly tossed about without
rhyme or reason.

Throughout much of Charleston County, the storm
surge pushed the waters four, six, eight feet high into our
historic districts houses and businesses. Twenty miles
north of the city, residents of McClellanville clutched their
children among the rafters of Lincoln High School, strug-
gling to stay above the rush of the 22-foot waters.

Continued on page 3
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Fall Lecture Series to Focus On Protecting Historic Resources

Protecting Charleston’s historic resources will be
the theme of HCFs preservation lecture series this fall,
featuring a prestigious roster of international speakers. The
lectures, which are free and open to the public, will begin
at 6 p.m. at The Charleston Museum.

An important aspect of Historic Charleston Foundations
mission is to educate the public about the bene ts that are
derived from preservation, said Kitty Robinson, HCFs
executive director. These lectures will help underscore the
inextricable link between preservation and Charlestons
economic well-being and quality of life.

The series opened Nov. 1 with Curt DiCamillo of the
National Trust of Scotland, who spoke on Creating Paradise:
The British Country House and Its Landscape. This lecture
had parallel implications for Charleston, as many of the
Lowcountrys rural areas are threatened by unchecked de-
velopment. One example is the current debate about the
future of Watson Hill, a 6,600-acre tract of land on which
out-of-state developers wish to construct up to 4,500
houses, condominiums and hotel rooms around a golf course
on Highway 61 near Middleton Place plantation.

On Nov. 8, William J. Murtagh, retired Keeper of the
National Register of Historic Places, will speak on Purple
Orchids, 1966, and All That. His lecture will explore ele-
ments of the preservation movement in the mid-20™ cen-
tury. Following his lecture, Murtagh will autograph copies
of his book, Keeping Time.

On Nov. 15, British historian and author James Ayers
will speak on Building the Georgian City and After, in
which he describes how contemporary architecture has been
constructed within the historic neighborhoods in Bath,
England. Bath and
Charleston are sim-
ilar in size and his-
toric context. This
topic also has been
hotly debated re-
cently in Charleston
as soO many new
buildings and proj-
ects are currently
slated for the his-
toric district.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

November 8

Fall Lecture featuring William J. Murtaugh,
reired Keeper of the National Register

November 15

Fall Lecture featuring British author
and historian James Ayers

December 2

Art Walk featuring Katharine Barnwell at
Historic Charleston Reproductions Shop
and Paige Hathaway Thorn at HCF
Museum Shop

February 20, 27, March 6

Spring Lecture Series for homeowners
and volunteers of the 59th Annual
Festival of Houses and Gardens

March 16-April 15

59th Annual Festival of Houses
and Gardens

March 17-19

2006 Charleston International
Antiques Show

Tickets to the Festival tours and
CIAS are on sale now at
WWW.HISTORICCHARLESTON.ORG.
Visit the site for more details on these
events and for other news at

Historic Charleston Foundation.




Martha Stewart to Headline 2006 CIAS

Having fast established itself
as a principal player in the
world of antiques, the Charleston
International Antiques Show has
thus far attracted the attention of
connoisseurs of various renown.
But none, perhaps, with more
clout than Martha Stewart, who
has recently agreed to serve as
Honorary Chair of the shows
annual Preview Party, to be Thursday, March 16, 2006. The
following day, she is scheduled to appear as a guest speaker
at the CIAS Luncheon.

Her presence adds extraordinary prestige to the show
and really con rms its signi cance, said HCF Executive
Director Kitty Robinson. We consider it a very high com-
pliment that she is coming.

CIAS will run March 17 19. For tickets and information,
call 843-722-3405 or visit www.historiccharleston.org.

(Adapted from an article in the Fall 2005 issue of Charleston Magazine.)

2006 CIAS Calendar of Events

TUESDAY, MARCH 14

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

*

FRIDAY, MARCH 17

*

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

*

SUNDAY, MARCH 19

New Orleans

Continued from page 1

Charleston, some reported, was gone.

Like Patty Gay and many others now in New Orleans,
Charlestonians knew we could not, would not, accept any
further loss than had already occurred. Most of what remained
was waterlogged and damaged, yet the architectural heritage
that made our city great still existed, just as much of New
Orleans does today.

Over the following months, even years, as Charleston
pulled herself back together, we learned that ironically, a his-
toric communitys greatest threat may not be the storm itself,
but rather the often short-sighted, economically driven rede-
velopment that can follow. Insurance money and government
grants can do wonderful things for preservation when in re-
sponsible hands. When not, they can afford to tear down whats
left of the irreplaceable.

Our historic and architectural legacy is what made Charleston
the city it was before Hugo hit, and we made the commitment,
as city leaders and citizen preservationists, to not accept any
but the highest preservation standards in recovering from Hugo.

Mayor Joe Riley, nationally recognized for his preservation
ethic, provided exceptional vision and leadership during this
period of crisis.

During the recovery, our Board of Architectural Review
refused to allow the many requests for substandard materials
and building techniques, maintaining a strict policy of requir-
ing in-kind replacements of damaged roofs and architectural
elements. In reviewing more than 1,400 applications to the
BAR, the citys strong stance actually assisted in the effectiveness
of the insurance process.

No, its not going to be easy, cheap or quick to save the
irreplaceable heritage of a city like New Orleans. Yet even though
it will be easier and cheaper to tear down your architectural
treasures in the short term, the effort to restore everything thats
salvageable will be worth it in the long run. Insist that quali ed
preservation architects analyze every possibility before rushing
to demolition. Provide nancial incentives to property owners
who care enough to invest the time and effort into restoration.
Restore rather than demolish, whenever, wherever possible.

There has been so much loss already. We must ensure that
we lose nothing more that is restorable of New Orleans cul-
tural heritage and architecture.



Historic Aiken-Rhett House Needs Your Help To Match Save America’s Treasures Grant

Save Americas Treasures, an innovative federal funding
partnership, has awarded the historic Aiken-Rhett House,
c. 1818, a prestigious $225,000 grant to ensure the proper-
tys future conservation and interpretation as a house mu-
seum. Now, Historic Charleston Foundation is asking its
supporters to help meet the challenge grant with a one-to-
one match of non-federal funds.

This grant will allow us to take the rst steps in a
major new conservation effort we have undertaken following
a comprehensive three-year study made possible by the late
Theodore Maybank, a descendant of the Aiken family, said
Jonathan H. Poston, HCF s Director of Museums and
Preservation Initiatives.

Listed asa contributing property in Charlestons Old
and Historic District, the Aiken-Rhett site includes a Greek
Revival residence and a remarkable array of historic service

Charleston’s Historic Aiken-Rhett
House Named One of Nation’s
“Grandest Mansions”

buildings and slaves quarters. The grant will primarily sup-
port exterior weatherproo ng of the house. A stone-colored
lime wash nish will be applied to the stucco, which will
restore the fa ade to its 1858-1860 appearance. Shutters,
windows and doors will also be restored, which will in turn
help conserve the historic masonry.

We are particularly pleased to be awarded this grant
because of the highly competitive nature of the selection
process, said Helen Rutledge, HCF s Development Director.

The award reaf rms that the Aiken-Rhett House is an
extremely important national treasure. It is vital that it be
protected in perpetuity.

The Save Americas Treasures partnership includes the
Presidents Committee on the Arts and Humanities, the
National Park Service, the National Endowment for the Arts,
the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the
Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Our historic buildings, art and writings are the store-
house of Americas memory and values, said First Lady
Laura Bush, Honorary Chair of the Presidents Committee
on the Arts and Humanities. The grants provided by Save
Americas Treasures will help preserve these so that we can
pass on this critical legacy and teach our young people the
story of this nation.

Each SAT award encourages private sector investment
with the requirement of a one to one match with nonfed-
eral funds. Those who wish to support the crucial efforts at
the Aiken-Rhett House should call Helen Rutledge at (843)
724-8496, or make a contribution designating your gift

Save Americas Treasures match.



Young Collectors Provide Enthusiastic Support of Foundation’s Programs

The Young Collectors of Historic Charleston
Foundation represents an active group of enthusiastic sup-
porters drawn together by an interest in exquisite craftsman-
ship, historical curiosity and dedication to the promotion
and development of the Foundations mission. They dem-
onstrate this support through voluntarism, education and
fund-raising events.

Helen Pratt-Thomas, chair of the Young Collectors
Committee, told Trustees at the September meeting that
the formation of this enthusiastic group has provided a
wonderful opportunity to involve young people with the
Foundation and educate them on the preservation initiatives
currently underway in the Lowcountry.

The group has been active planning events that highlight
the work of Historic Charleston Foundation. On Oct. 28,
the Young Collectors Committee organized a Circa Carnivale
Halloween Gala at the Aiken-Rhett House. The festive
costume party had an old fashioned, 1930s carnival theme
and served as the kick-off for a fund-raising drive to match
the prestigious Save Americas Treasures grant recently
awarded to the property in support of its ongoing conserva-
tion and interpretation initiatives.

93-97 Broad Contract Awarded

The Trustees and staff of Historic '
Charleston Foundation were pleased to
learn recently that the City of
Charleston had accepted a bid from
Meadors Construction and Renovation
to restore the properties at 93 and 97
Broad Street. These two highly visible
properties have been boarded up and
uninhabitable for many years, awaiting
the resolution of a legal issue between
the City and a prospective developer.
Several HCF representatives
participated in the selection committee.
HCE staff will oversee rehabilitation of
both properties and the required
reconstruction of two buildings at the
93 Broad Street site in accordance with
provisions of interior and exterior
easements. The sale price for the two
properties was $650,000.

The Young Collectors Committee will also serve as
host for a reception following a lecture by British historian
and author James Ayers on Nov. 15, as part of the Foundations
Fall Lecture Series. In addition, the group will plan the
annual Young Collectors Soiree in conjunction with the
Charleston International Antiques Show. This year s party,
set for March 17, will be appropriately organized around
a St. Patricks Day theme.

The Young Collectors are the future of this organiza-
tion, said HCF Board President Frank Brumley. We are
very pleased to see the expanded interest from this
group.

The Young Collectors Committee includes Helen C.
Pratt-Thomas, Chair, and committee members Catherine
M. Alley, Kate V. Badger, Stevenson B. Bennett, Anne H.
Blessing, Kelly E. Carr, Lucile L. Cogswell, Jennifer B.
DeMay, Elizabeth A. Dieck, Allyson W. Haynes, John C.
Hayes IV, Jenny H. Keenan, Christine C. Landers, Leigh
B. Lipscomb, Magda M. Murphy, Kate C. Nevin, Anne
T. Pope, Robert M. Prioleau, Courtney G. Rowson, Darcy
A. Shankland, Joshua A. Silverman, Leigh B. Smith, J.
Rutledge Young I11.




59" Annual Festival of Houses and Gardens
Sponsored by Sherwin-Williams and Duron Paints & Wallcoverings

Join us for these entertaining and educational special events during the 2006 Festival of Houses and Gardens. For more
information about location, ticket prices and other details, visit our website at vvww.HISTORICCHARLESTON.ORG.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
MARCH 16 MARCH 17 MARCH 18
Glorious Meeting Street Church Street
MARCH 16 - APRIL 15, 2006 Gardens 2-5 pm 6-9 pm
25 pm Luncheon Luncheon
Luncheon 11:30 am 11:30 am
11:30 am
MARCH 19 MARCH 20 MARCH 21 MARCH 22 MARCH 23 MARCH 24 MARCH 25
Rutledge Avenue Meeting Street Church Street Rutledge Glorious Broad Street Premier
2-5 pm 2-5pm 6-9 pm Avenue Gardens 2-5pm Gardens
Evening with Plantation 2-5pm 2-5pm 1-5pm
Mozart Excursion ) ) Eat & Run
5:15 pm 9:30 am -5 pm Wine Tasting Eat & Run 11:30 am
5:15-6:30 pm 11:30 am
MARCH 26 MARCH 27 March 28 March 29 MARCH 30 March 31 APRIL 1
South Battery Broad Street Drayton Hall South Battery Glorious Anson Street King Street
2-5 pm 2-5pm Picnic & Oyster 2-5pm Gardens 2-5 pm 6-9 pm
Eat & Run Roast Eat & Run Z5pm Anson Churches
11:30 am 4:30-7 pm 11:30 am Luncheon & Gardens tour
Ha}rbor'Crwse 11:30 am Eat & Run
1:30- 3:30 pm 11:30 am
APRIL 2 APRIL3 APRIL 4 APRIL 5 APRIL 6 APRIL 7 APRILS
Legare Street Anson Street King Street Legare Street Glorious Drayton Hall Premier
2-5pm 2-5pm 6-9 pm 2-5pm Gardens Picnic & Oyster Gardens
Anson Churches Plantation Eat & Run 25pm Roast 15 pm
& Gazr(éens Tour Excursion 11:30 am Eat & Run 4:30-7 pm
~pm. 9:30-5 pm , Eat & Run
Eat & Run 11:30 am 11:30 am
11:30 am
APRIL9 APRIL 10 APRIL 11 APRIL 12 APRIL 13 APRIL 14 APRIL 15
East Battery Tradd Street Drayton Hall East Battery Glorious Tradd Street Upper Tradd
2-5 pm 6-9 pm Picnic & Oyster 2-5PM Gardens 6-9 pm 2-5 pm
Roast 2-5pm
Eat & Run . Eat & Run
11:30 am 4:30-7 pm 11:30 am Eat & Run Ef;‘_,f(‘) Run
Eat & Run 11:30 am ~0am
11:30 am

Saturday, March 25 - Premier Gardens with Glen Gardener on

The Evolution of Charlestons Gardens

Saturday, April 8 - Premier Gardens with Robert Chesnut, on

Creating Outdoor Rooms

Tuesday, March 21 - Plantation Excursion with William Baldwin on

Plantations of the Ashley River Lowcountry
Wednesday, March 22 - Wine Tasting @ Circa 1886 led by Debbie
Marlowe of The Wine Shop

Tuesday, March 28 - Harbor Cruise with lan MacDonald on

Charleston s History-Shaping Harbor
Tuesday, April 4 - Plantation Excursion with William Baldwin on
Plantations of the Ashley River Lowcountry

Thursday, March 16 - Jan MacDougal at High Cotton on
The Lowcountry In Bloom - Native Favorites
Friday, March 17  CIAS Luncheon speaker Martha Stewart,
topic TBA

Saturday, March 18  CIAS Luncheon speaker TBA

Thursday, March 30 - PJ. Gartin at Magnolias on Some Like It
Hot: Plants That Thrive in Hot and Humid Weather




History in our own back yard...

This unexploded Civil War shell was found re-
cently in the parking lot shared by Historic Charleston
Foundation and the Carolina Yacht Club. The shell was
unearthed by city workers who were digging in the area
during a Commission on Public Works (CPW) drainage
improvement
project.
Katherine
Saunders,
HCF Associate
Director of
Preservation
Initiatives,
identi ed the
shell asa U.S.
Parrott Type |11 Case Shot, adding that it was shot from
a Parrott Ri e, probably positioned near or on Morris
Island during the Union bombardment of the city. The
case shot weighed 28 pounds and was about four inches
in diameter and one foot long.

This type of case shot had a one inch thick black
powder charge surrounded by lead shot held in place by
an asphalt matrix. It was obviously shot at the city but
must have had a soft landing in the sandy edge of town
and was buried over time. At the time of excavation, it
was dangerous, unstable and had to be recovered by
bomb professionals, who detonated it for safety reasons.

Thursday, March 23 Appraiser Daniel Petterson on Antiques
Appraisal for the Novice
Friday, March 24  Jonathan Poston, HCFs Director of Museums
and Preservation Initiatives, on An Insiders Tour of
Charleston Graveyards
Monday, March 27  City guide Dee LeRoy on Charlestons
Ironwork: A Historical Art Form All Its Own
Wednesday, March 29  Color consultant Mark Woodman on
Lowcountry Colors: How the Past In uences the Present and
Future of Interior Design
Friday, March 31  Culinary expert Amanda Dew Manning on
Lowcountry Cuisine:Where History and Tradition Meet
Monday,April 3 HCF staff members Fielding Freed and Katherine
Saunders on Protecting from Invasion: Charlestons
Forti cations and Beyond
Wednesday,April 5  Silver expert Dawn Evers Corley on How to
Set The Sumptuous Southern Dining Table

More of the Walled City unearthed

Commission of Public Work (CPW) crews working
this spring on East Bay Street unearthed a section of the
north face of the Granville Bastion about eight feet un-
derground directly in front of HCFs headquarters, the
Capt. James Missroon House. This section, essentially the
southeastern corner of the
Walled City, was built
around 1697. Most of the
remains of the brick bas-
tion were uncovered in the
1925 rehabilitation of the
Missroon House by Albert
Simons and Samuel
Laphamand lieunderneath <
the expanded footprint of -
the Missroon House.

In a fortunate coincidence of events, HCF had previ-
ously arranged for technician Kate McKinley from General
Engineering to undertake Ground Penetrating Radar
mapping to further re ne the boundaries of Granville
Bastion at the same time as the wall was exposed. Her
work was made more precise because she was able to
calibrate the radar based on the still exposed section of
the wall. The ground penetrating radar found strong
evidence that sections of the wall remain under East Bay
Street and under the garden of the George Sommers
House, c. 1755, at 43 East Battery.

Thursday,April 6 Master gardener Linda Cobb on Window
Boxes and Container Gardening

Friday,April 7 Master gardener Linda McHam on Charlestons
Secret Garden Rooms

Monday, April 10 Alada Shinault-Small, Coordinator of
Education, Avery Research Center,on The Heartbeat of the
Lowcountry: Gullah/Geechie Culture

Tuesday,April 11 Taylor Nelson of Magnolia Gardens on

Magnolia Plantation: Preservation of a Private Garden
Treasure for Public Pleasure.

Wednesday,April 12 HCEF staff members Valerie Perry and
Katherine Saunders on The Famous (and Infamous)
History-Making Women of Charleston

Thursday, April 13 - Kristopher King, HCFs Manager of
Easements and Technical Outreach, on Charlestons Unique
Architectural History

Friday, April 14 - David Singleton, HCF Special Events Assistant,
on An Event Planners Guide to Unique Floral Design






